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4.2
Architecture reference model

4.2.1
General

This specification describes the architecture for the 5G System. The 5G architecture is defined as service-based and the interaction between network functions is represented in two ways.
-
A service-based representation, where network functions (e.g. AMF) within the Control Plane enables other authorized network functions to access their services. This representation also includes point-to-point reference points where necessary.

-
A reference point representation, shows the interaction exist between the NF services in the network functions described by point-to-point reference point (e.g. N11) between any two network functions (e.g. AMF and SMF).

Service-based interfaces are listed in clause 4.2.6. Reference points are listed in clause 4.2.7.

Network functions within the 5GC Control Plane shall only use service-based interfaces for their interactions.

NOTE 1:
The interactions between NF services within one NF are not specified in this Release of the specification.

NOTE 2:
UPF does not provide any services in this Release of the specification, but can consume services provided by 5GC Control Plane NFs.

4.2.2
Network Functions and entities

The 5G System architecture consists of the following network functions (NF). The functional description of these network functions is specified in clause 6.

-
Authentication Server Function (AUSF)

-
Access and Mobility Management Function (AMF)

-
Data Network (DN), e.g. operator services, Internet access or 3rd party services

-
Unstructured Data Storage Function (UDSF)

-
Network Exposure Function (NEF)

-
Network Repository Function (NRF)

-
Network Slice Selection Function (NSSF)

-
Policy Control Function (PCF)

-
Session Management Function (SMF)

-
Unified Data Management (UDM)

-
Unified Data Repository (UDR)

-
User Plane Function (UPF)

-
Application Function (AF)

-
User Equipment (UE)

-
(Radio) Access Network ((R)AN)

-
5G-Equipment Identity Register (5G-EIR)

-
Security Edge Protection Proxy (SEPP)

-
Network Data Analytics Function (NWDAF)

4.2.3
Non-roaming reference architecture

Figure 4.2.3-1 depicts the non-roaming reference architecture. Service-based interfaces are used within the Control Plane.
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Figure 4.2.3-1: 5G System architecture

Figure 4.2.3-2 depicts the 5G System architecture in the non-roaming case, using the reference point representation showing how various network functions interact with each other.
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Figure 4.2.3-2: Non-Roaming 5G System Architecture in reference point representation

NOTE 1:
N9, N14 are not shown in all other figures however they may also be applicable for other scenarios.

NOTE 2:
For the sake of clarity of the point-to-point diagrams, the UDSF, NEF and NRF have not been depicted. However, all depicted Network Functions can interact with the UDSF, UDR, NEF and NRF as necessary.

NOTE 3:
The UDM uses subscription data and authentication data and the PCF uses policy data that may be stored in UDR (refer to clause 4.2.5).

NOTE 4:
For clarity, the UDR and its connections with other NFs, e.g. PCF, are not depicted in the point-to-point and service-based architecture diagrams. For more information on data storage architectures refer to clause 4.2.5.

NOTE 5:
For clarity, the NWDAF and its connections with other NFs, e.g. PCF, are not depicted in the point-to-point and service-based architecture diagrams. For more information on network data analytics architecture refer to clause 4.2.9.

Figure 4.2.3-3 depicts the non-roaming architecture for UEs concurrently accessing two (e.g. local and central) data networks using multiple PDU Sessions, using the reference point representation. This figure shows the architecture for multiple PDU Sessions where two SMFs are selected for the two different PDU Sessions. However, each SMF may also have the capability to control both a local and a central UPF within a PDU Session.
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Figure 4.2.3-3: Applying non-roaming 5G System architecture for multiple PDU Session in reference point representation

Figure 4.2.3-4 depicts the non-roaming architecture in the case of concurrent access to two (e.g. local and central) data networks is provided within a single PDU Session, using the reference point representation.
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Figure 4.2.3-4: Applying non-roaming 5G System architecture for concurrent access to two (e.g. local and central) data networks (single PDU Session option) in reference point representation

Figure 4.2.3-5 depicts the non-roaming architecture for Network Exposure Function, using reference point representation.
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Figure 4.2.3-5: Non-roaming architecture for Network Exposure Function in reference point representation

NOTE 1:
In figure 4.2.3-5, Trust domain for NEF is same as Trust domain for SCEF as defined in TS 23.682 [36].

NOTE 2:
In figure 4.2.3-5, 3GPP Interface represents southbound interfaces between NEF and 5GC Network Functions e.g. N29 interface between NEF and SMF, N30 interface between NEF and PCF, etc. All southbound interfaces from NEF are not shown for the sake of simplicity.

4.2.4
Roaming reference architectures

Figure 4.2.4-1 depicts the 5G System roaming architecture with local breakout with service-based interfaces within the Control Plane.
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Figure 4.2.4-1 Roaming 5G System architecture- local breakout scenario in service-based interface representation

NOTE 1:
In the LBO architecture. The PCF in the VPLMN may interact with the AF in order to generate PCC Rules for services delivered via the VPLMN. The PCF in the VPLMN uses locally configured policies according to the roaming agreement with the HPLMN operator as input for PCC Rule generation. The PCF in VPLMN has no access to subscriber policy information from the HPLMN.

Figure 4.2.4-3 depicts the 5G System roaming architecture in the case of home routed scenario with service-based interfaces within the Control Plane.
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Figure 4.2.4-3 Roaming 5G System architecture - home routed scenario in service-based interface representation

Figure 4.2.4-4 depicts 5G System roaming architecture in the case of local break out scenario using the reference point representation.


[image: image8.emf]UDM

AMF vPCF

UE (R)AN UPF

DN

N8

N3

N2

N4

N1

hPCF N7

N6

VPLMN HPLMN

N24

SMF N11

AF

AUSF

N12

N13

N10

N15

N5

NSSF

N22

N9


Figure 4.2.4-4: Roaming 5G System architecture - local breakout scenario in reference point representation

NOTE 2:
The NRF is not depicted in reference point architecture figures. Refer to Figure 4.2.4-7 for details on NRF and NF interfaces.

NOTE 3:
For the sake of clarity, SEPPs are not depicted in the roaming reference point architecture figures.

The following figure 4.2.4-6 depicts the 5G System roaming architecture in the case of home routed scenario using the reference point representation.
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Figure 4.2.4-6: Roaming 5G System architecture-Home routed scenario in reference point representation

For the roaming scenarios described above each PLMN implements proxy functionality to secure interconnection and hide topology on the inter-PLMN interfaces.
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Figure 4.2.4-7: NRF Roaming architecture in reference point representation

NOTE 4:
For the sake of clarity, SEPPs on both sides of PLMN borders are not depicted in figure 4.2.4-7.

4.2.5
Data Storage architectures

As depicted in Figure 4.2.5-1, the 5G System architecture allows any NF to store and retrieve its unstructured data into/from a UDSF (e.g. UE contexts). The UDSF belongs to the same PLMN where the network function is located. CP NFs may share a UDSF for storing their respective unstructured data or may each have their own UDSF (e.g. a UDSF may be located close to the respective NF).

NOTE 1:
Structured data in this specification refers to data for which the structure is defined in 3GPP specifications. Unstructured data refers to data for which the structure is not defined in 3GPP specifications.
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Figure 4.2.5-1: Data storage architecture for unstructured data from any NF

NOTE 2:
3GPP will specify (possibly by referencing) the N18/Nudsf interface.

As depicted in Figure 4.2.5-2, the 5G System architecture allows the UDM, PCF and NEF to store data in the UDR, including subscription data and policy data by UDM and PCF, structured data for exposure and application data (including Packet Flow Descriptions (PFDs) for application detection, AF request information for multiple UEs) by the NEF. UDR can be deployed in each PLMN and it can serve different functions as follows:

-
UDR accessed by the NEF belongs to the same PLMN where the NEF is located.

-
UDR accessed by the UDM belongs to the same PLMN where the UDM is located if UDM supports a split architecture.

-
UDR accessed by the PCF belongs to the same PLMN where the PCF is located.

NOTE 3:
The UDR deployed in each PLMN can store application data for roaming subscribers.
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Figure 4.2.5-2: Data storage architecture

NOTE 4:
There can be multiple UDRs deployed in the network, each of which can accommodate different data sets or subsets, (e.g. subscription data, subscription policy data, data for exposure, application data) and/or serve different sets of NFs. Deployments where a UDR serves a single NF and stores its data, and, thus, can be integrated with this NF, can be possible.

NOTE 5: The internal structure of the UDR in figure 4.2.5-2 is shown for information only.

The Nudr interface is defined for the network functions (i.e. NF Service Consumers), such as UDM, PCF and NEF, to access a particular set of the data stored and to read, update (including add, modify), delete, and subscribe to notification of relevant data changes in the UDR.

Each NF Service Consumer accessing the UDR, via Nudr, shall be able to add, modify, update or delete only the data it is authorised to change. This authorisation shall be performed by the UDR on a per data set and NF service consumer basis and potentially on a per UE, subscription granularity.

The following data in the UDR sets exposed via Nudr to the respective NF service consumer and stored shall be standardized:
-
Subscription Data,

-
Policy Data,

-
Structured Data for exposure,

-
Application data: Packet Flow Descriptions (PFDs) for application detection and AF request information for multiple UEs, as defined in clause 5.6.7.

The service based Nudr interface defines the content and format/encoding of the 3GPP defined information elements exposed by the data sets.

In addition, it shall be possible to access operator specific data sets by the NF Service Consumers from the UDR as well as operator specific data for each data set.

NOTE 6:
The content and format/encoding of operator specific data and operator specific data sets are not subject to standardization.

NOTE 7:
The organization of the different data stored in the UDR is not to be standardized.

4.2.6
Service-based interfaces

The 5G System Architecture contains the following service-based interfaces:

Namf:
Service-based interface exhibited by AMF.

Nsmf:
Service-based interface exhibited by SMF.

Nnef:
Service-based interface exhibited by NEF.

Npcf:
Service-based interface exhibited by PCF.

Nudm:
Service-based interface exhibited by UDM.

Naf:
Service-based interface exhibited by AF.

Nnrf:
Service-based interface exhibited by NRF.

Nnssf:
Service-based interface exhibited by NSSF.

Nausf:
Service-based interface exhibited by AUSF.

Nudr:
Service-based interface exhibited by UDR.

Nudsf:
Service-based interface exhibited by UDSF.

N5g-eir:
Service-based interface exhibited by 5G-EIR.

Nnwdaf:
Service-based interface exhibited by NWDAF.

4.2.7
Reference points

The 5G System Architecture contains the following reference points:

N1:
Reference point between the UE and the AMF.

N2:
Reference point between the (R)AN and the AMF.

N3:
Reference point between the (R)AN and the UPF.

N4:
Reference point between the SMF and the UPF.

N6:
Reference point between the UPF and a Data Network.

NOTE 1:
The traffic forwarding details of N6 between a UPF acting as an uplink classifier and a local data network are not specified in this Release of the specification.

N9:
Reference point between two UPFs.

The following reference points show the interactions that exist between the NF services in the NFs. These reference points are realized by corresponding NF service-based interfaces and by specifying the identified consumer and producer NF service as well as their interaction in order to realize a particular system procedure.

N5:
Reference point between the PCF and an AF.

N7:
Reference point between the SMF and the PCF.

N8:
Reference point between the UDM and the AMF.
N10:
Reference point between the UDM and the SMF.

N11:
Reference point between the AMF and the SMF.

N12:
Reference point between AMF and AUSF.

N13:
Reference point between the UDM and Authentication Server function the AUSF.

N14:
Reference point between two AMFs.

N15:
Reference point between the PCF and the AMF in the case of non-roaming scenario, PCF in the visited network and AMF in the case of roaming scenario.

N16:
Reference point between two SMFs, (in roaming case between SMF in the visited network and the SMF in the home network).

N17:
Reference point between AMF and 5G-EIR.

N18:
Reference point between any NF and UDSF.

N22:
Reference point between AMF and NSSF.

N23:
Reference point between PCF and NWDAF.

N24:
Reference point between the PCF in the visited network and the PCF in the home network.

N27:
Reference point between NRF in the visited network and the NRF in the home network.

N31:
Reference point between the NSSF in the visited network and the NSSF in the home network.

NOTE 2: in some cases, a couple of NFs may need to be associated with each other to serve a UE.

In addition to the reference points above, there are interfaces/reference point(s) between SMF and the CHF. The reference point(s) are not depicted in the architecture illustrations in this specification.

NOTE 3:
The functionality of these interface/reference points are defined in TS 32.240 [41].

N32:
Reference point between SEPP in the visited network and the SEPP in the home network.

NOTE 4:
The functionality of N32 reference point is defined in TS 33.501 [29].
N33:
Reference point between NEF and AF.

N34:
Reference point between NSSF and NWDAF.

N35:
Reference point between UDM and UDR

N36:
Reference point between PCF and UDR.

N37:
Reference point between NEF and UDR

N40:
Reference point between SMF and the CHF.

NOTE 5:
The reference points from N40 up to and including N49 are reserved for allocation and definition in TS 23.503 [45].

N50:
Reference point between AMF and the CBCF.

NOTE 6:
The Public Warning System functionality of N50 reference point is defined in TS 23.041 [46].

The reference points to support SMS over NAS are listed in clause 4.4.2.2.

The reference points to support Location Services are listed in clause 4.4.4.2.

4.2.8
Support of non-3GPP access

4.2.8.1
General Concepts to Support Non-3GPP Access

The 5G Core Network supports the connectivity of the UE via non-3GPP access networks, e.g. WLAN access.

Only the support of non-3GPP access networks deployed outside the NG-RAN (referred to as "standalone" non-3GPP accesses) is described in this clause.

In this Release of the specification, 5G Core Network only supports untrusted non-3GPP accesses.

Non-3GPP access networks shall be connected to the 5G Core Network via a Non-3GPP InterWorking Function (N3IWF). The N3IWF interfaces the 5G Core Network CP and UP functions via N2 and N3 interfaces, respectively.
The N2 and N3 reference points are used to connect standalone non-3GPP accesses to 5G Core Network control-plane and user-plane functions respectively.

A UE that accesses the 5G Core Network over a standalone non-3GPP access shall, after UE attachment, support NAS signalling with 5G Core Network control-plane functions using the N1 reference point.

When a UE is connected via a NG-RAN and via a standalone non-3GPP access, multiple N1 instances shall exist for the UE i.e. there shall be one N1 instance over NG-RAN and one N1 instance over non-3GPP access.
A UE simultaneously connected to the same 5G Core Network of a PLMN over a 3GPP access and a non-3GPP access shall be served by a single AMF if the selected N3IWF is located in the same PLMN as the 3GPP access.

When a UE is connected to a 3GPP access of a PLMN, if the UE selects the N3IWF and the N3IWF is located in a PLMN different from the PLMN of the 3GPP access, e.g. in a different VPLMN or in the HPLMN, the UE is served separately by the two PLMNs. The UE is registered with two separate AMFs. PDU Sessions over the 3GPP access are served by V-SMFs different from the V-SMF serving the PDU Sessions over the non-3GPP access.

The PLMN selection for the 3GPP access does not depend on the N3IWF selection. If a UE is registered over a non-3GPP, the UE performs PLMN selection for the 3GPP access independently of the PLMN to which the N3IWF belongs.
A UE shall establish an IPSec tunnel with the N3IWF to attach to the 5G Core Network over untrusted non-3GPP access. The UE shall be authenticated by and attached to the 5G Core Network during the IPSec tunnel establishment procedure. Further details for UE attachment to 5G Core Network over untrusted non-3GPP access are described in clause 4.12.2 in TS 23.502 [3].

It shall be possible to maintain the UE NAS signalling connection with the AMF over the non-3GPP access after all the PDU Sessions for the UE over that access have been released or handed over to 3GPP access.
N1 NAS signalling over standalone non-3GPP accesses shall be protected with the same security mechanism applied for N1 over a 3GPP access.

User plane QoS differentiation between UE and N3IWF is supported as described in clause 5.7 and TS 23.502 [3] clause 4.12.5.
4.2.8.2
Architecture Reference Model for Non-3GPP Accesses

4.2.8.2.1
Non-roaming Architecture for Non-3GPP Accesses
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Figure 4.2.8.2.1-1: Non-roaming architecture for 5G Core Network with non-3GPP access
NOTE 1:
The reference architecture in figure 4.2.8.2.1-1 only shows the architecture and the network functions directly connected to non-3GPP access, and other parts of the architecture are the same as defined in clause 4.2.
NOTE 2:
The reference architecture in figure 4.2.8.2.1-1 supports service based interfaces for AMF, SMF and other NFs not represented in the figure.

NOTE 3:
The two N2 instances in Figure 4.2.8.2.1-1 apply to a single AMF for a UE which is simultaneously connected to the same 5G Core Network over 3GPP access and non-3GPP access.
NOTE 4
The two N3 instances in Figure 4.2.8.2.1-1 may apply to different UPFs when different PDU Sessions are established over 3GPP access and non-3GPP access.
4.2.8.2.2
LBO Roaming Architecture for Non-3GPP Accesses, N3IWF in same PLMN as 3GPP access
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Figure 4.2.8.2.2-1: LBO Roaming architecture for 5G Core Network with non-3GPP access - N3IWF in the VPLMN

NOTE 1:
The reference architecture in figure 4.2.8.2.2-1 only shows the architecture and the network functions directly connected to support non-3GPP access, and other parts of the architecture are the same as defined in clause 4.2.
NOTE 2:
The reference architecture in figure 4.2.8.2.2-1 supports service based interfaces for AMF, SMF and other NFs not represented in the figure.

NOTE 3:
The two N2 instances in Figure 4.2.8.2.2-1 apply to a single AMF for a UE which is connected to the 5G Core Network over 3GPP access and non-3GPP access simultaneously.
NOTE 4:
The two N3 instances in Figure 4.2.8.2.2-1 may apply to different UPFs when different PDU Sessions are established over 3GPP access and non-3GPP access.

4.2.8.2.3
Home-routed Roaming Architecture for Non-3GPP Accesses, N3IWF in same PLMN as 3GPP access
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Figure 4.2.8.2.3-1: Home-routed Roaming architecture for 5G Core Network with non-3GPP access - N3IWF in the same VPLMN as 3GPP access

NOTE 1:
The reference architecture in figure 4.2.8.2.3-1 only shows the architecture and the network functions directly connected to support non-3GPP access, and other parts of the architecture are the same as defined in clause 4.2.
NOTE 2:
The two N2 instances in Figure 4.2.8.2.3-1 apply to a single AMF for a UE which is connected to the 5G Core Network over 3GPP access and non-3GPP access simultaneously.
4.2.8.2.4
LBO Roaming Architecture for Non-3GPP Accesses, N3IWF in different PLMN from 3GPP access
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Figure 4.2.8.2.4-1: LBO Roaming architecture for 5G Core Network with non-3GPP access - N3IWF in the different PLMN from the 3GPP access

NOTE 1:
The reference architecture in figure 4.2.8.2.4-1 only shows the architecture and the network functions directly connected to support non-3GPP access, and other parts of the architecture are the same as defined in clause 4.2.
NOTE 2:
The reference architecture in figure 4.2.8.2.4-1 supports service based interfaces for AMF, SMF and other NFs not represented in the figure.

NOTE 3:
The two N2 instances in Figure 4.2.8.2.4-1 apply to two different AMFs for a UE which is connected to the 5G Core Network over 3GPP access and non-3GPP access simultaneously.

4.2.8.2.5
Home-routed Roaming Architecture for Non-3GPP Accesses, N3IWF in different PLMN from 3GPP access
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Figure 4.2.8.2.5-1: Home-routed Roaming architecture for 5G Core Network with non-3GPP access - N3IWF in the different VPLMN from the 3GPP access
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Figure 4.2.8.2.5-2: Home-routed Roaming architecture for 5G Core Network with non-3GPP access - N3IWF in HPLMN and different PLMN in 3GPP access

NOTE 1:
The reference architecture in figure 4.2.8.2.5-1 and figure 4.2.8.2.5-2 only shows the architecture and the network functions directly connected to support non-3GPP access, and other parts of the architecture are the same as defined in clause 4.2.
NOTE 2:
The two N2 instances in figure 4.2.8.2.5-1 and figure 4.2.8.2.5-2 apply to two different AMFs for a UE which is connected to the 5G Core Network over 3GPP access and non-3GPP access simultaneously.

4.2.8.3
Non-3GPP Access Reference Points

The description of the reference points specific for the non-3GPP access:

N2, N3, N4, N6: these are defined in clause 4.2.

Y1
Reference point between the UE and the non-3GPP access (e.g. WLAN). This depends on the non-3GPP access technology and is outside the scope of 3GPP.

Y2
Reference point between the untrusted non-3GPP access and the N3IWF for the transport of NWu traffic.

NWu
Reference point between the UE and N3IWF for establishing secure tunnel(s) between the UE and N3IWF so that control-plane and user-plane exchanged between the UE and the 5G Core Network is transferred securely over untrusted non-3GPP access.

4.2.9
Network Analytics architecture

As depicted in Figure 4.2.9-1, the 5G System architecture allows any NF to request network analytics information from NWDAF. The NWDAF belongs to the same PLMN where the network function that consumes the analytics information is located.
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Figure 4.2.9-1: Network Analytics architecture

The Nnwdaf interface is defined for the network functions, such as PCF and NSSF, to request subscription to network analytics delivery for a particular context, to cancel subscription to network analytics delivery and to request a specific report of network analytics for a particular context. In this Release of the specification, supported network analytics are the load level and the context is a slice instance reaching a threshold value.
4.2.x
Architecture for ATSSS Support

4.2.x.y

Support of MPTCP

As depicted in Figure 4.2.x.y-1, the 5G System architecture introduces addressable MPTCP proxy functionality in the UPF, in order to support the use of MPTCP session between an MPTCP host [xa] in the UE and a TCP host in the Data Network. 



Figure 4.2.x.y-1: Support of MPTCP in 5G Core Network

######################### NEXT CHANGE ###########################

5.x
Support for Access Traffic Steering, Switching and Splitting (ATSSS)

5.x.6.2
MPTCP Function

If the UE supports the MPTCP host functionality for traffic steering as specified in [xa] and the UE provides an "MPTCP Request" indication in the MA-PDU Session Establishment Request message and the UPF supports the MPTCP Proxy functionality and agrees to enable MPTCP for the MA-PDU session, the UPF shall send MPTCP proxy information to the UE. This information includes the IP address, port number and type of the MPTCP proxy. These entries act as the authoritative source of information for the MPTCP proxy server IP addresses.

In this Release of the specification, there is one type of MPTCP proxy specified:

· Type 1:
Transport Converter, as defined in draft-ietf-tcpm-converters-04 [xb].

The UE shall support the client extensions specified in draft-ietf-tcpm-converters-04 [xb]. 
The MPTCP host in the UE shall establish an MPTCP session as specified in [xa] and use the "link-specific multipath" addresses as source addresses returned in the MA-PDU Session Establishment Accept message to establish MPTCP subflows over 3GPP and non-3GPP accesses.
######################### NEXT CHANGE ###########################

6.2.3
UPF

The User plane function (UPF) includes the following functionality. Some or all of the UPF functionalities may be supported in a single instance of a UPF:

-
Anchor point for Intra-/Inter-RAT mobility (when applicable).

-
External PDU Session point of interconnect to Data Network.

-
Packet routing & forwarding (e.g. support of Uplink classifier to route traffic flows to an instance of a data network, support of Branching point to support multi-homed PDU Session).

-
Packet inspection (e.g. Application detection based on service data flow template and the optional PFDs received from the SMF in addition).

-
User Plane part of policy rule enforcement, e.g. Gating, Redirection, Traffic steering).
-
Lawful intercept (UP collection).

-
Traffic usage reporting.

-
QoS handling for user plane, e.g. UL/DL rate enforcement, Reflective QoS marking in DL.

-
Uplink Traffic verification (SDF to QoS Flow mapping).

-
Transport level packet marking in the uplink and downlink.

-
Downlink packet buffering and downlink data notification triggering.

-
Sending and forwarding of one or more "end marker" to the source NG-RAN node.

-
ARP proxying as specified in IETF RFC 1027 [53] and / or IPv6 Neighbour Solicitation Proxying as specified in IETF RFC 4861 [54] functionality for the Ethernet PDUs. The UPF responds to the ARP and / or the IPv6 Neighbour Solicitation Request by providing the MAC address corresponding to the IP address sent in the request. 
-
Addressable MPTCP proxy functionality for MA-PDU session.
NOTE:
Not all of the UPF functionalities are required to be supported in an instance of user plane function of a Network Slice.
######################### END OF CHANGES ###########################
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